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small number of English savants of celebrity who have devoted a 
large part of their time to the popularization of the science. Scien- 
tific men who do this always run the danger of arousing the suspicion 
and distrust of their professional brethren in the exact ratio of their 
success with the non-professional public ; and this danger Mr. Proc- 
tor has not escaped. As he incurs it in the interest of the public, 
the least the public can do in return is to express its indebtedness to 
him for his self-sacrifice ; and no one who reads his present book can 
fail to feel a lively gratitude to the author. The " myths " of which 
it gives an account are, some of them, the old legends (such as those 
which still survive in the names of the constellations), and some the 
later inventions, fancies, and paradoxes, which have sprung up even 
in the broad scientific daylight of modern times. Perhaps the most 
interesting chapter is that in which the author discusses the " Mys- 
tery of the Pyramids," and proposes a solution of it, which is, to say 
the least, highly ingenious. His theory is, that the kings who suc- 
cessively erected them did so at the instance of astrologers, and for 
the purpose of having their horoscopes calculated and their lives pro- 
tected (as was always supposed possible) by frequent consultation 
of the stars. Mr. Proctor points out that many if not all the facts 
we know about the pyramids — their shape, the fact that each pyra- 
mid was built by a separate king (as would be necessary if.the pur- 
pose related to each one's individual life), and so on — are all explicable 
on his theory, but not on any of those usually advanced. He has 
also some very curious speculations on the antiquity of the constella- 
tion-figures, or rather on their origin, founded on astronomical cal- 
culations as to the apparent position of the stars in them in periods 
of remote antiquity ; and he gives a perhaps unnecessarily full ac- 
count of the once-famous " moon-hoax " — a story which does not 
heighten the reader's respest for the condition of public intelligence 
in this country forty years since. 



3.— The Life and Words of Christ. By Cunotngham Geikie, 
D. D. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1877. 2 vols., 8vo, pp. 
xvi.-588, iv.-670. 

Dr. Geikie states in his preface that he has tried to restore as 
far as possible the world in which Christ moved, the country in 
which he lived, the people among whom he grew up and ministered, 
the religion in which he was trained, in fact all the surrounding cir- 
cumstances and events necessary to a full comprehension of his life. 
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Of course, such a work does not profess to be critical. It aims rather 
at being interesting. Dr. Geikie has drawn for his materials upon 
every available source. From Ewald to Renan, and from Milman to 
the author of " Ecce Homo," he has taken everything that came to 
his hand, and has, as a result, produced a book which, considering the 
popular object in view, is very successful. It is profusely illustrated ; 
the style is picturesque, not to say turgid ; and much, if not all, the 
information highly interesting. It is not a book for students, as 
may be inferred from the summary manner of disposing of the criti- 
cisms of the authenticity of the fourth Gospel adopted. In vol. i., 
pp. 457 and 579, Dr. Geikie says : 

" We owe our knowledge of the period immediately following the temp- 
tation, to the narrative of the fourth Gospel, written after the others. The 
splendor of the later ministry in Galilee seems to have overshadowed the 
humbler beginnings of the earlier period, in the other Gospels, so that 
they are almost passed over by them. Happily, however, John preserves 
for us, in comparative detail, the incidents of these silent months in which 
the public life of Jesus was slowly opening into full flower. How much 
would have been lost had his record not been given ! There is a peculiar 
charm in the glimpses they supply of the early spring-time of the Saviour's 
ministry ; a tender fragrance all their own." 

In a note on this passage he adds : 

" I confess I have no sympathy with the critics who would seek to invali- 
date the fourth Gospel. To me it carries its evidence in itself, for of it, as of 
him of whom it tells us, we may confidently say, ' Never man spake like 
this.' " 

" Critics " who examine any external evidence with regard to the 
authenticity of the Gospel would hardly have much patience with 
this way of treating the question. But, as he says, Dr. Geikie is no 
critic. His object is picturesque and readable sacred biography, and 
in this he succeeds. 



4. — New Ireland. By A. M. Sullivan, Member of Parliament for 
Louth. Philadelphia : J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1878. Pp. 532. 

The history of Ireland during this century presents an interest- 
ing picture of the gradual but steady extinction of bitter religious 
hatred and class feuds by means of social and political reform, end- 
ing in the elevation of the people from a condition not far removed 
from that of savages to that of an industrious, free, modern com- 
munity. Through this period Mr. Sullivan has lived, himself taking 



